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DETAILED ACTION 


Continued Prosecution Application 


1. The request filed on May 22, 2001 for Continued Examination (RCE) based on 
parent Application No. 09/425,436 is acceptable and an RCE has been established. An 
action on the RCE follows. 


2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

^ 4. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the whistle body*" in line 16. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 


5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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Art Unit: 1761 

6. Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bauer [Pat. No. 4,330,069] in view of Stephen et al [Pat. No. 4,966,125]. 
Bauer teaches a cooking device comprising a pressure cooker (column 5, line 58), a lid 
with a curved shape and rim (Figure 3, 1"), a knob assembly (Figure 3, 2"), an aperture 
which passes through the lid and knob assembly and contains a thermometer (Figure 3, 
24), a temperature display (Figure 4, 23), a temperature sensor above the level of the 
rim (Figure 3, 22), and the lid acting as a movable member which supports the 
thermometer. Bauer does not teach removing the thermometer or the probe having a 
hollow tubular structure. Stephen et al teach a cooking device having a removable 
thermometer located in the handle of a lid (Figure 3, 56). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the removable thermometer of Stephen et 
al into the invention of Bauer since both are directed to cooking devices with 
thermometers in their handles, since the thermometer of Bauer lacks any impediments 
to its being lifted out of the lid handle (Figure 3), and since Stephen et al teach that a 
removable thermometer can be used to measure the temperature of the food itself as 
well as the air temperature with in the vessel (column 4, lines 11-16). Although not 
specifically recited, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
temperature probe of Bauer would be hollow since thermometers were commonly made 
with hollow tubular bodies in order to hold a temperature sensitive material such 
mercury, a spring, or a thermocouple. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 


1. Claims 2-6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

8. Claims 8-19 are allowed. 

9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the cooking 
devices of independent claims 2, 8, and 15 define over the prior art of record by 
comprising a removable lid, a knob assembly including a whistle, and a movable 
member with a dual function notch which enables removal of the movable member and 
acts as a slot to enable a whistle because the prior art of record does not teach or 
suggest a movable member with a dual function notch which enables removal of the 
movable member and acts as a slot to enable the whistle. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ames [Pat. No. 2,099,788] teaches a cooking device comprising 
a lid handle with a thermometer. 


1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed May 22, 2001 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant also argues that the thermometer of Bauer would pop off due to built up 
pressure, while also adding a limitation that the thermometer be removable by simply 
lifting it out. It is not clear how this can be accomplished without some sort of structural 


Response to Arguments 


Application/Control Number: 09/425,436 
Art Unit: 1761 


Page 5 


limitation which would prevent applicant's thermometer from popping out of the aperture 

as well. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examinefstiould be directed to Drew E Becker whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0300. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on 703-308-3959. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3602 for 
regular communications and 703-305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1495. 

Drew Becker . y . I 


June 25, 2001 



KEITH HENDRICKS 

PR3MARY EXAMINER 


